[image: image1.wmf]













 Practice with Mnemonics

Directions:  Join with a group of students in your class to invent some acrostics and acronyms.  

Acrostics

Acrostics are creative rhymes, songs, poems or sentences that help us to remember.   To write an acrostic, think of a word that starts with the letter of the idea you want to remember.  Sometimes you can rearrange the words if necessary to form a sentence.  At other time, it is necessary to keep the words in order.  The more unusual the sentence, the easier it is to remember.  Here is an example:

· Classification in biology: Kings Play Cards on Fairly Good Soft Velvet (Kingdom, Phylum, Class, Order, Family, Genus, Species, Variety) 

Create an acrostic for the planets in the solar system.  Keep the words in order from closest to the sun to farthest from the sun: 

Mercury  Venus  Earth  Mars  Jupiter  Saturn  Uranus Neptune Pluto

Acronyms

To make your own acronyms, list the items you wish to remember.  Use the first letter of each word to make a new word.  The new word you invented can be an actual word or an invented word.  

· The Great Lakes: HOMES (Huron, Ontario, Michigan, Erie and Superior)

The following are the excretory organs of the body.  Make an acronym to remember them.  Rearrange the words if necessary:

Intestines, Liver, Lungs, Kidneys, Skin

Write down any acrostics or acronyms that you know.  Share them with your group.
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