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A Moral Dilemma

Mr. Allen’s son was seriously injured, but he had no car to take him to the hospital.  The approaches a stranger and asks to borrow the car, but the stranger refused saying that he had to go to an important appointment.  Mr. Allen steals the car by force to take this son to the hospital.  Was it right for Mr. Allen to steal the car?

Assume you are Mr. Allen.  Explain why was it right for you to steal the car.

Assume you are the stranger.  Explain why it was right to refuse to lend your car.  

Can you provide an answer for each of Kohlberg’s stages of moral development?  You may want to do this exercise as a group activity in your classroom.

Stage 1: What is the reward or punishment?

Stage 2: What is in my best interest?

Stage 3:  What would a nice person do?
Stage 4: What would a good citizen do?

Stage 5:  What is the greatest good?

Stage 6:  What universal ethical principles are involved?

What is Kohlberg’s suggestion for resolving the issue?
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