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   Critical Thinking about Alcohol Abuse

College officials nationwide are searching for ways to deal with alcohol abuse on college campuses. Consider these yearly statistics:*

· 1700 college students die from alcohol-related injuries including motor vehicle crashes.

· 696,000 students are assaulted by other students who have been drinking.

· 97,000 are victims of alcohol related sexual assault or date rape.

· 2.1 million students drive under the influence.

· 25% of student report academic consequences as the result of drinking (missing classes or doing poorly on exams or papers).

· Each year about 300 college students die of alcohol poisoning as a result of drinking contests or hazing rituals that result in blood alcohol levels of higher than .3.  One fraternity student drank the equivalent of 22 beers in a two hour period.  He went to sleep and never woke up.  

You may want to discuss these questions with groups of students in your classroom.  

1.  What should students know about alcohol abuse? (binge drinking, alcohol poisoning, driving under the influence)  

2.  What actions can be taken to change the college culture of binge drinking?   

*“A Snapshot of Annual High-Risk College Drinking Consequences,” http://collegedrinkingprevention.gov/StatsSummaries/snapshot.aspx, 2008.
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