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JOB JAR ACTIVITY
Overview: This activity provides students with an experience of why education and career planning is so important and especially relevant to their future.  
Outcomes: Students will have fun with this activity, be more engaged and motivated to work on their plans.  
Materials:

· A funky jar big enough for the students to stick one hand through the opening

· 30 – 40 slips of paper with a  job title written on each
Introductory Activity: This is an experiential, introductory activity and works best if you don’t “front load” it with an explanation.   
Core Activities:

1. As the students/participants enter your classroom, simply put the jar in front of them and they will naturally take a slip of paper from inside.  You should keep possession of the jar and walk around the room with it vs. passing the jar around by itself.  

2. Trust that comments and conversations about the job titles will naturally start happening. Smile and keep handing out slips, don’t explain why you are doing it. 

3. At an appropriate time, ask if everyone got a career? Did anyone get something they think they might want to do? If so, refer to the sheet with the facts about each job and tell that person a little something about the career they got. (See job jar slips document)

4. Most students won’t like what they pulled; they will want to trade or give the job back in exchange for another one.  Let the commotion of job swapping and whining go on until someone asks, “why did we do this” or better yet “I don’t want this job” or sometimes I just ask “how many of you got a career you don’t like”?
5. Here’s the punch line moment - explain to the class that if they don’t want to end up in just any job that comes along, whatever happens to be convenient in the moment (hence, the jobs in the jar) or a career someone else wants them to go into -- then they need to put some effort into their own education and career planning.  The work they are doing is after all very much about their future – it’s their choice. 
Variations & Tips 
· The bigger and funkier the jar, the more fun the activity.

· Choose any career titles, use Choices Explorer or Choices Planner to find titles

· Choices Explorer – Work Section, Careers by Cluster or Subjects or Alphabetical 

· Choices Planner - Work Section, Career Finder, Choose Characteristics such as Earnings Range $10K - $20K and/or decreasing Outlook in your state.

· Choices CD – Occupations with Post-secondary database, Search for Occupations, Use search topic Earnings and Employment Outlook. 
· Put blank slips of paper in the jar, in addition to ones with job titles.

· Put the job titles on different color paper categorized by career pathway

· Empty the jar and let the students know that they will be researching careers and filling the job jar with only the careers they’re interested in exploring.  
If you have questions about the Choices program or need any additional assistance, please feel free to contact Bridges’ customer support team at support@bridges.com  or call 800-281-1168. 
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